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with, the state of mind of the French public," says
Metternich in his Memoirs, " I was convinced that to
avoid irritating it, to offer it rather an allurement
which would be welcome to every one, it was better
to flatter the national pride, and to speak of the
Rhine, the Alps, and the Pyrenees as the natural
boundaries of France. In the aim of still more isolat-
ing Napoleon, and at the same time of acting on the
mind of the army, I proposed attaching the offer of
immediate negotiations to the idea of natural bounda-
ries. The Emperor Francis having approved of my
project, I submitted it to the Emperor of Russia and
to the King of Prussia. Both feared that Napoleon,
confiding in the chances of the future, would take
some prompt and energetic resolution, and refuse the
proposition in order thus to determine the situation.
I succeeded in inspiring the two sovereigns with my
own conviction that Napoleon would never volunta-
rily adopt this course."

The Baron of Saint Aignan saw the Emperor at
Saint Cloud, November 15. "This time at last,"
exclaimed Napoleon, "the English are willing to
treat." At this moment the Czar, and especially the
Emperor of Austria, did not desire the return of the
Bourbons. France still overawed the allies. They
dared cross neither the Pyrenees nor the Rhine.
Ignorant that they were no longer faced by the
France of 1792, full of ardor and enthusiasm, but a
France wearied, exhausted, and discouraged, they
were full of hesitation. The wisest of their generak